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The author had opportunities to observe the migratory flights of Catopsilia 
pyranthe (L.) and C. pomona (FABRICIUS) in Sabah, Malaysia, in 1983 and 1987. 


Migration of C. pyranthe 


The migratory flights of C. pyvanthe were observed at the Tanjung Aru beach (a 
in Fig. 1) near the Kota Kinabalu international airport from 1100 to 1210 hours on July 
17th, 1987. It was fine with temperatures of about 34°C. The butterflies, after flying 
past the park which lies on the east of the beach, flew over the sandy beach at a height 
of 0.5 to 1 m and then went out to the sea. Although their flight direction was westerly 
in the park, it was changed to southwesterly to southerly over the beach or the sea by 
the strong west wind. During 10 minutes from 11 : 36 to 11: 46 a.m., 32 individuals flew 
across the author’s sight. However, there were some adults of C. pyranthe and C. 
pomona which showed ordinary flights in the park during the same time. 

No butterflies were observed to migrate when the author visited again there at 4 
p. m. on the same day and when he made short visits on July 22nd, August 22nd and 
23rd. 


Migration of C. pomona 


The author found adults of C. pomona moving westward, when he was driving 
along the “Labuk Road” from Ranau to Telupid (b in Fig. 1) on July 23rd, 1987. During 
about 2 hours after his leaving Ranau at 12:20 p.m., 27 individuals were seen flying 
toward west (21 individuals), southwest (5 indiv.) or northwest (1 indiv.) at a height of 
1 to 3m. It was fine with temperatures of above 30°C. The individuals which moved 
in a fixed direction, i.e., almost westerly were encountered mainly between villages, 
while those showing ordinary flights were seen in the villages, where the small shrubs 
of a Cassia species, the larval host plants, were often found on the roadside. 

The author has also observed the southwestward movements of this pierid in the 
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Fig. 1. Sites where the migratory flights of Catopsilia pyranthe (a) and pomona (b,c) were 
observed (see text). 





north of Tambunan village (c in Fig. 1) on July 12th, 1983. The observation was made 
at the southwestern foot of the Crocker Range (about 800 m alt.). During 15 minutes 
from 13:15 to 13:30 p.m. of the fine day, some 20 individuals were seen going up the 
slope of the Crocker Range one after another toward the southwest. It should be noted 
that Tambunan is located about 50 km west of the Labuk Road between Ranau and 
Telupid. 

The migratory flights of the present two Catopsilia species have been recorded in 
tropical and subtropical parts of the Oriental and Australian regions (WILLIAMS, 1930, 
1958). For instance, YAMADA (1973) and YUKAWA (1983) observed a considerable 
number of migrating C. pomona in Java in January of 1973 and November of 1983, 
respectively. However, no migratory flight of Catopsilia butterflies has been hitherto 
known from Borneo. Additionally, this may be the first record of the migration in 
these Catopsilia species in July. 

The author wishes to express his cordial gratitude to Prof. T. HIDAKA of Kyoto 
University for giving opportunities of entomological researches in Sabah. The author 
also thanks Mr. T. Hixipa of Kyoto University for counting migrating butterflies 
between Ranau and Telupid on July 23rd, 1987. 
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摘 要 


マレ ー シ ア , サバ 州 に お ける Cg の sz72 属 の 蝶 の 移動 (石井 実 ) 


ウラ ナミ シロ チョ ウッ (C. pyranthe) の 移動 

1987 年 7 月 17 日 の 11 時 一 12 時 10 分 , コ タキ ナベ バル (Kota Kinabalu 国際 空港 近く の アァ ルー 海岸 
(Tanjung Aru) に お いて ウラ ナミ シロ チョ ウ の 移動 を 観察 し た ( 図 1 の a). 蝶 は 海岸 の 東側 に 接し た 公 
園 を 横切り , 砂浜 の 上 を 飛ん で か ら 海 へ と 飛び 出し て 行っ た 。 この 日 は 晴天 で あっ た が 強い 西風 が 吹い て い 
ROT, 蝶 は 公園 内 で は 西向 き に 飛ん で いた が , 砂浜 に 出る と 風 に 押さ れ て 飛 甚 コー ス を 南西 な いし は 南 の 
方 向 に 変え た . 11 時 36 分 か ら 10 分 間 に 視 界 内 を 32 個体 が 通過 し て いっ た . 


ウス キシ ロ チ ョ ウッ (C. pomona) の 移動 

1987 年 7 月 23 日 午後 , 内 陸 部 の ラナ ウ (Ranau) ~F e y F (Telupid) 間 を ドラ イブ 中 , ウス キシ 
ロ チ ョ ウ が 西向 き に 道路 を 横切る の に 気づい た ( 図 1 の b). 確認 し た 27 個体 の うち , 21 個体 が 西 へ , 5 個 
体 が 南西 へ , 1 個体 が 北西 へ 向かっ て 飛ん で いた . 

1983 年 7 月 12 日 に も る タン ブナ ン (Tambunan) 付近 の クロ ッ カ ー (Crocker) 山脈 南西 斜面 で , ウス キ 
シロ チョ ウ の 南西 方 向 へ の 移動 に 遭遇 し た ( 図 1 の c). この 時 は , 13 時 15 分 か ら 15 分 問 に 約 20 個体 が ク 
ロッ カー 山脈 の 斜面 を 登っ て 行っ た . 
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